In vitro transformation of rat cells by 3-methylcholanthrene: activation of the ras oncogene.
Rat cells of the established, immortalized line rat-2 were treated with the polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon 3-methylcholanthrene. No characteristic morphological transformation occurred during three weeks after treatment. However, the carcinogen-treated cells formed colonies in soft agar. Cell lines established from single soft agar colonies were characterized by an increased proliferation rate, an enhanced colony formation in soft agar and an increased expression of the Ha-ras oncogene.